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The Westside Story

The News of El Divino Redentor

November/December 2010
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2011 Pledge Drive

The 2011 Pledge Drive kicks off November 7th and will run through mid-December.  The Sharing Team is making some changes and has a new approach to conducting the campaign.

We are producing a Narrative Budget for Divine Redeemer. Instead of focusing on the “numbers” our goal is to “tell the stories” of where your pledges and tithes help to extend God’s kingdom.  Our campaign theme this year is Planting Precious Seeds of Faith, Hope and Love.

Brochures and pledge cards will be distributed in both Spanish and English beginning November 7th.  We will also be sharing stories on a weekly basis during the offering time on the sanctuary screens.  Furthermore, we plan to use our church’s website and e-mails to reach others interested in the ministry at Divine Redeemer.

We ask that you prayerfully consider how you would like to contribute financially next year and turn in your pledge cards as soon as possible.

2010 WORSHIP CALENDAR

For Upcoming Holiday Season

Nov   6     Men’s Group Church BBQ

Nov   7  
 Communion of Saints followed by Día de

los Muertos Potluck Luncheon

Nov 14 
Congregational Meeting- Election of Elders
Nov 18 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 6 pm

Nov 21
Joint Thanksgiving Worship at Garrett

Center  11 am w/ lunch
Nov 25-26 Office Closed Thanksgiving Holiday

Nov 28 
1st Sunday of Advent Lectionary Year A

 

Dec. 5  
Communion Sunday-Healing & Wholeness Style

2nd Sunday of Advent

Carol singing in Sanctuary 6 pm
Dec 10 
Tamalada -  8:30 a.m.

Dec 11
Posadas - 5:30 Beginning with

refreshments, and finishing with a Tamale
dinner and entertainment. 

Dec 12
3rd Sunday of Advent – Elders Installation 


Women’s Christmas Luncheon @ 12:30

Dec 19
4th Sunday of Advent 

Session Meeting  (Final Budget & Terms of Call)

Dec 24-31 Office Closed except for essentials 

Dec 24 
Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 p.m. 

            
(Christmas Joy Offering)   

Dec. 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Dec. 26  
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Congregational Called Meeting 
(Approve Terms of Call) 
[image: image5.wmf]Let us honor our veterans who died serving for our country.

Remember to thank those who fought for our freedom.
May God Bless them and our Country
Veteran’s Day November 11, 2010
News from Sharing Team

We are proud to announce that we have three new faces on our Team!  Sandra Rivera, Irma and Lauro Uribe have joined our group recently. They are coming in at the busiest time of the year for us, as we prepare the 2011 church operating budget and conduct the congregational pledge drive.  

The news gets better!  At our last session meeting (on October 24th) Lauro was nominated and accepted to become Divine Redeemer’s new Treasurer.  This vital volunteer role has been vacant for some time and his accounting experience will be a big help for Jo Nell in our office.  

Thanks be to God for these three new Team members and their willingness to serve in the life of the church
Why would you try to succeed at anything if you already 
expect to fail?

What would be the cost of volunteering in our PEACE PALS program? Let me share a story with you about it…

I volunteer at the children’s school every Friday; in the cafeteria and in their classrooms. The first classroom I went to is a 3rc grade class that 2 of my PEACE PALS
 are in. one of the boys lacks the comprehension of letters; how to sound out the letter and how to write the letter. Sitting with him in his classroom, I watched him do his spelling test, sounding out the word “there” and writing “see”, and I experienced how he sits there looking at his teacher with a glazed look over his eyes. How can this 3rd grader have passed Kindergarten without knowing his alphabet? And the most important question that needs to be asked is how can we help this child: re-read the last sentence…WE… how can WE help him? What he needs most right now is one-on-one attention that can recover the basics. His school classroom is moving ahead without him right now and we don’t want him to fall further behind. So I am asking each of you, if you have 30 minutes, an hour or two full hours, come to PEACE PALS and work with this 3rd grader. We can help change his life path to lead to success instead of failure.
PEACE PALS
Remembering the Homebound

[image: image6.wmf]Recordando a los que estan reclusados en casa

The Homebound Visitation Team invites everyone to send a card, to visit or to call at least 
two homebound members of Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
If you know of anyone that needs to be placed on the list or if you have any questions, please call Bertha Pena at 434-1800.  
[image: image7.wmf]Recordando a los que están reclusados en casa y no pueden salir. Se recomienda que manden una tarjeta, llamarles por teléfono, o visitarlos. Si Ud. Conoce una persona quien debe estar en esta lista o tiene preguntas, llame a Bertha Pena 434-1800. 
Please keep our homebound in your prayers especially during the holidays.  Below is a list of their names:

Brown, Agnes    (Please identify yourself by

name and relationship to Mrs. Brown)

Garza, Leonor



Guerra, Margie



Whitson, Dora



Their phone number and address are listed in the Divine Redeemer Church Directory.
Please join us for an

evening of Taize music, 

candles and meditation.

A special kind of service to just be.
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Healing & Wholeness Services:
Last Sunday of every other month

Sunday, November 28, 2010
7:00 PM
Mark your calendars for upcoming dates:

January 30, 2011 

Dates are subject to change, call the church office for more information 210-433-9551
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Got News to share? Family announcements, poems, short stories, ministry reports, upcoming events, tidbits, awards, or achievements. Submit your newsletter articles to Stephen Rivera, newsletter editor hr868@aol.com or drop them off at Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church 407 N. Calaveras St.
November/December Celebrations

Below are the birthdays and anniversaries for the months of November and December.  If you have any correction or additions, please contact the church office.
November Birthdays

3-
Rosie Santos

6-
Ella Michael Alcocer

7-
Ethel Saldana

8-
Adam Flores, David Flores, & Emily Mendoza

9-
Leticia Alcocer & Andrea Martinez

10-
Rodolfo Guerrero & Antonio Gutierrez

13-
Carlos Elizondo

18-
Danniel Garcia & Emilio Maldonado

20-
Andrew Esparza & Matthew Leija

21-
Kenny Davis & Xavier Maldonado

23-
Adam Gutierrez & Grace Guyton
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Alma Cornejo

November Anniversaries

1-
Frank & Laurie Livingston

20-
Alex Jr. & Erin Alcocer

26-
Rob & Lodie Mueller

28-
Hiram & Helen Rivera

December Birthdays

1-
Nick Lopez

2-
Deborah Chavez & Anthony Rivera

4-
Kieran Alcocer

6-
Monica Chavez & Nicholas Elizondo

7-
Helen Rivera & David DeLeon Rodriguez

9-
Jason Dungy

10-
Maria de la luz Morales

12-
Kristin Sanchez & Chris Bailey

14-
Caleb Elizondo & David Rivera

16-
Joey Rivera & Sandra Rivera

17-
George Flores

18-
Nestor Maldonado

20-
Miguel Chavez & Marisa Elizondo
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Anna Rose Bailey

24-
Bill Angell

26-
Carlos Gonzalez

27-
Lauro Uribe

30-
Anthony Abrego

31-
Isabel Orozco

December Anniversaries
9-
John & Patricia Jimenez

12-
Rick & Grace Martinez

20-
Alex & Leticia Alcocer / Doug & Gina Cook

27-
Wilfredo & Maria Luisa Santiago

31-
Elias & Chris Bailey
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CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS 

NOVEMBER 25-26, 2010
[image: image13.wmf]Remember family and 

friends during the upcoming holidays. Reach a hand out to those in need.

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE Christmas HOLIDAYS DECEMBER 24-31, 2010.
Gift of Christmas

House of Neighborly Service - 2010

     The House of Neighborly Service consistently serves about 900 families on the west side of San Antonio with emergency food programs and children/family support programs.

     About this time each year, the HNS staff begins interviewing and assessing families served by HNS on their needs for Christmas.

     Participating House of Neighborly Service, Divine Redeemer PC and Time Dollar families sign up and supply information about each family member’s wants and needs.  Our staff will review the requests and prioritize the families based on need.

     For the past several years, Presbyterians from all over San Antonio have adopted HNS families and generously fulfilled their Christmas wishes.  Last year over 100 families received gifts and support! 

     It is time again for HNS to communicate our “Gift of Christmas” outreach to all Presbyterian Churches in the San Antonio area so that we can, with God’s grace, have a Church family to adopt each of the families that sign up at HNS for Christmas.  Our goal is to have every HNS family receive the “Gift of Christmas” from those that enjoy sharing the “Gift of Christmas” with others.  The typical items of need are clothing for all family members, toys for children, and basic household items.

     If your Church or Church group would like to learn more about the process of adopting a family or families, please contact Rebecca Allen or Judy Morris anytime up to November 5th.  Our plan is to match the families with the Church families on November 10th.  

     Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve those in need and we hope to hear from you soon!

Rebecca Allen


Judy Morris

830-230-5252
(no fee)

508-8661

sushi@gvtc.com
jmorris42@satx.rr.com
Megan’s Team
A few weeks ago, Texas Med Clinic held three races (a half-marathon, 13.1 miles; a 10K, 6.2 miles; 5K, 3.1 miles) benefitting Spina Bifida Texas.    I participated in the 10k and was surprised to see Bill and Josie Angell and Paul, Kim, and Emily Mendoza there.  They were with a group of about 10 that were walking 1 mile.  All wore pretty purple shirts with "Megan's Team," in memory of Megan Mendoza.



RUDY GUERRERO ON HONOR FLIGHT #002

     Rudy Guerrero, a WWII Veteran, was one of 30 veterans selected to be on the second flight of Alamo Honor Flight that went to see their memorial in Washington, D.C. Nov. 5-7, 2010.  They also saw several other memorials and sites in the Washington area.

     As part of the Honor Flight program, Alamo Honor Flight aims to provide World War II veterans free trips to the national World War II memorial and other memorials in our nation’s capital.  Honor Flight pays for the Veteran’s airfare, lodging, meals, and any/all other expenses.  The Veterans were accompanied by trained guardians, who were responsible for handling every detail of the trip and provided assistance that the Veterans needed during the trip.

     Rudy served in the 8th Air Force of the Army Air Corps stationed in Norwich, Norfolk, England and flew 30 combat missions.  He flew 2 missions on D-Day.  He was an upper turret gunner and radio operator on a B 24.  He has a Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal (5 times), ETO Ribbon (European Theatre of Operations) Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal.

His daughter, Sandra (Sandi) Rivera went as his guardian.

Divine Redeemer Youth Group

I know we are getting close to winter when I get the registration packet for MidWinters!  The theme this year is: “Shine in the Light, Glow in the Dark” from Luke 11:33-36.  This conference is highly anticipated by our youth and serves as a personal and group spiritual experience.  Our Middle School youth will attend January 7-9, 2011 and our High School youth will attend January 21-23, 2011.  

Our Chalupa Plate Fundraiser brought in little over $500.  Thank you for your generous donations and support, this money is going to be used to help pay the cost of our youth to attend the conference which is $130 per youth!

Something new you may have noticed is a new youth presence at the front of the church.  Our youth will be helping the liturgist every Sunday.  Let’s give them great support!

December 5th our youth will be taking communion to shut-ins and we invite any who wish to attend!

What Child Is This?

A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.
[image: image14.wmf]You are encouraged to support the Christmas Joy Offering through gifts to your congregation's offering. A special collection will be taken on December 24, 2010.
Mission Presbytery  Report:

Rosalinda Maldonado and I, Jo Ann Saldana were the Elder Delegates for the Stated Presbytery Meeting that was held on October 22-23 at the Austin Korean Presbyterian Church.  This is the first time in the history of our Presbytery that a Stated Presbytery meeting was hosted by an Ethnic Minority congregation and what a wonderful experience it was for all of us.  Their language and presence was gentle, their choir and praise was mighty and superb and their food was exquisite and they showed us what radical hospitality looks and feels like.  What a treat it was to be with our Korean brothers and Sisters in Austin.  The resounding theme at Mission Presbytery has been for the past year “What are the characteristics/marks of a Healthy Congregation?”   We are encouraged as leaders to work on the attributes that have been identified as strengths of a Healthy Congregation and these marks are Worship, Serve, Grow, Connect, and Invite.  We have been given the charge to identify our strengths and weaknesses and collectively work on these traits so that we may be a healthy, fruitful congregation and send into the world Healthy disciples and fulfill the Great Commission from our Lord which is to Go forth and make disciples.  With that said, I Invite everyone to join a small group, bible study, or book study so that you may Grow spiritually.  See where in the church or in our community outreach you may Serve, and in doing so you will be Connecting with your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Worship the Lord our God and his Son Jesus Christ through the power of his Holy Spirit for he is our God and we are his people, let us rejoice and be joyful!  

Special appreciation is expressed to Austin Korean Presbyterian Church and its staff for the hospitality demonstrated in all matters related to the stated Presbytery meeting on October 22, 2010.  This congregation’s hospitable grade was wonderful, and an example to us all.
Come One, Come All!

New Hope Covenant Ministries has invited Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church to a joint Thanksgiving Worship Service on November 21, 2010 at the Frank Garrett Multi-Service Center at 11:00 A.M.  The center is located at 1226 NW 18th St. (off Hamilton and Popular next to the Lincoln Courts). The Service will be led by both Pastor Rob and Pastor Grubbs and our “Holy Boys” will perform as will David, Gloria and Maria Luisa, from the Spanish Worship Service.  On that Sunday we will Not have any of our Worship Service at Divine Redeemer.  Come one, come all to Praise and Worship with our brothers and sisters from New Hope Covenant Ministries. We hope everyone will join us.  

Together building better communities for Christ.  

The Worship/Loving Team. 

Greeting from House of Teens
For this months newsletter we thought we would share with you a letter we received from someone we worked at CAMP camp with this summer on House of Teens/ Divine Redeemer Mission Trip.  It speaks for itself.
Dear Church Members,

This letter is a big thank you for sending the most wonderful group of young people to work at CAMP camp this summer.  They are an exceptional group.  They are not only polite, considerate, but very hard workers.  I can not remember all of their names, but I do remember Carlos, who reminded one of my grandson, Victor who spent all afternoon scrubbing the back room of the kitchen.  The dish washers who worked so hard on dirty dishes.  Those who sit tables and cleared tables, servers and all the rest.  The girls who like the watermelon.
Too all the Mothers, Dads, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends, should be very proud to have come in contact with these young people.  I know I AM.

Betty Akin (granny)CAMP camp cook

Come join us at House of Teens and be apart of these wonderful youth's lives!
A Big Thank You from House of Teens.
To all who participated in our Fall Food Drive and helped provide a small meal to hungry youth.  If you have not brought in your donation please leave it in the church office ASAP.
 Thanks
House of Teens

SAVE THE DATE!!!

House with a Heart Gala – Friday, February 11, 2011

Join us for a Fabulously Fun evening to benefit House of Neighborly Service at the Crowne Plaza San Antonio Riverwalk Hotel from 6:00 – 11:30 PM.  Enjoy a delicious gourmet dinner, silent and live auctions, and dancing.  Tickets $60 each.

     Invite your family, friends and associates to this sixth annual celebration that will help raise funds to help keep the ministry, programs and services of House of Neighborly Service a vital and active part of the Westside community.  Your support will help provide a Hand Up not a Hand Out.For more information please call Judy Morris at 508-8661 (jmorris42@satx.rr.com) or Rosemary Engstrom at 699-0408 (re1115@ATT.net).

Divine Redeemer has a new website… divineredeemersa.org is under construction. 

[image: image15.wmf]If you have any information that you would like to post on the website please email a copy to Robert Vargas at robert@sanantonioowned.com.  Include any graphics on your announcements, special fonts, layout, etc. Pictures can also be sent.  The Website will not be current unless you submit the information to Robert. Let’s all do our part.
Greeters, Liturgist, Money Counters, Tech Support
Volunteers are needed to serve.

Individuals or families wanting to participate in one of these areas for one or more Sundays in the month may contact the following individuals:

Greeters: Bilingual Service: Leticia Alcocer 824-4986

    Spanish Service- Rosa Linda Maldonado  432-5062

Liturgist: Bilingual Service: Lisa Fuentes 344-6050

Spanish Service: Gracie Martinez  923-6268

Offering Counters:  Helen Rivera 534-1955

Technology Support: Janie Garcia  789-1246
Thank You

We, Rodrigo, Cristian and Lolito, would like to thank you for the baby shower and the many gifts.  Lolito is 2 months, he is doing very well.  We are trying to adjust to his new life and our new life together.  We will be going back to Nicaragua at the beginning of December, remembering always your kindness and generosity. Thanks for giving me the opportunity to play guitar during the services.

We will see you soon.
Greetings and Feliz Navidad,
The Zapata Solano Family
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Worship Readings for the

Months of Nov.-Dec., 2010


	Nov. 7, 2010

	Dec. 5, 2010   

	Hag. 1:15b—2:9
	Isa. 11:1-10

	Ps. 145:1-5, 17-21 or
	Ps. 72:1-7, 18-19

	Ps. 98
	Rom. 15:4-13

	2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17
	Matt. 3:1-12

	Luke 20:27-38
	

	
	

	Nov. 14, 2010
	Dec. 12, 2010

	Isa. 65:17-25
	Isa. 35:1-10

	Isa. 12
	Ps. 146:5-10 or

	2 Thess. 3:6-13
	Luke 1:47-55

	Luke 21:5-19
	James 5:7-10

	
	Matt. 11:2-11

	
	

	Nov. 21, 2010
	Dec. 19, 2010

	Jer. 23:1-6
	Isa. 7:10-16

	Luke 1:68-79
	Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19

	Col. 1:11-20
	Rom. 1:1-7

	Luke 23:33-43
	Matt. 1:18-25

	
	

	Nov. 28, 2010
	Dec. 24, 2010  Christmas Eve

	Isa. 2:1-5
	Isa. 9:2-7

	Ps. 122
	Ps. 96

	Rom. 13:11-14
	Titus 2:11-14

	Matt. 24:36-44
	Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

	
	

	
	Dec. 25, 2010  Christmas

	
	Dawn

	
	Isa. 62:6-12

	
	Ps. 97

	
	Titus 3:4-7
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	Luke 2: (1-7) 8-20

	
	Day

	
	Isa. 52:7-10

	
	Ps. 98

	
	Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12)

	
	John 1:1-14

	
	

	
	Dec. 26, 2010 

	
	Isa. 63:7-9

	
	Ps. 148

	
	Heb. 2:10-18

	
	Matt. 2:13-23


[image: image18.wmf]Simon Dakota Willems arrived into this world on Friday, October 29, 2010 at 4 pm. Weighing in at 9 lbs 1oz,
Height: 21 3/4”
Congratulations to the proud parents Drew & Heidi Willems

Update from Kristi

Dear friends,

I arrived safely in El Salvador for my mission placement as Companionship Facilitator with the Joining Hands Network on Tuesday, Sep. 21st and was greeted by a group of Joining Hands folks, and have comfortably settled in temporarily at the guest house in San Salvador. All my luggage arrived with me (thank to those who joined me in that prayer) and everything in tact.

 I feel very good about how things are going so far; I have had some time to rest and gather my thoughts, write some and communicate with home. Everyone seems genuinely excited about the the Joining Hands Network and its potential to be a force for positive change - needless to say that gives me a huge boost of enthusiasm and excitement as well! The road ahead is long, that much has been made quite clear. But all agree that Christ has gone before us and is readying the way...our task is to come together to follow, united as one! I continue to be amazed and humbled by the diversity and the level of commitment of those involved!
Thank you for all you have done to prepare the way for me in these last few months. I am honored and blessed to be here representing PC(USA) and Cascades Presbytery and am grateful for the very important role you have played in my mission journey and the role you continue to play that make this ministry possible, and ultimately fruitful. Gracias! I have attached my first "newsletter" I will be maintaining a blog at www.kristivanno.blogspot.com. I am happy to include you in my monthly email update if you let me know you're interested.
 
Blessings and peace from San Salvador!
 
Kristi Van Nostran 

Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission Co-Worker Companionship Facilitator, Joining Hands Against Hunger - El Salvador



Small Steps Group and Divine Redeemer

When I volunteered to write an article for the newsletter on behalf of the Small Steps small group, I found myself wondering “What can I possibly write about?  What can I contribute since I am such a new member and am still learning about the people and culture of Divine Redeemer?”  Then I realized I could write about quite a bit!  I could share with my new church family how blessed I feel to be a part of such a wonderful small group (and a wonderful church family!).  How I have felt nothing but warm welcomes and inclusion into this family we call Divine Redeemer Pres. Church.  I have been amazed at the work that Small Steps is doing within the church and how organized and compassionate the work of the group is with regards to the mission of DRPC.  Our elder representative, Lucy Rivera, has been a gracious and welcoming elder to me and my husband David.  She has answered many of my questions about the church activities and mission and how the group can play a role in the fulfillment of God’s purpose within the church and surrounding community.  Each month that the group meets we discuss the work that DRPC is involved in and Lucy provides a thorough report of the session’s activity so that as members of DR we can all be informed.   We discuss ways that we can offer our support to both the session and to Rob.  There is a commitment to be part of solutions and not part of problems – that is what I find most awesome about this group!  We recognize the countless hours that Rob puts into his work with Divine Redeemer and the larger community.  Many of the members volunteer to work with Rob in support of his involvement in the community.  From his recent involvement in COPS/Metro Alliance and their work to end discriminatory practice with undocumented individuals to his work within the walls of Divine Redeemer, the Small Steps group is there offering their support in every way possible.   We have already taken steps to get involved in the community Thanksgiving dinner and are discussing volunteer opportunities in the new M.E.Y.O. program.  So as I recall my fear of writing this article, I am reminded that there is much that I can share from a new member’s perspective.  I feel blessed to be a part of this small group and most importantly, feel blessed to be a part of this church family!  Thanks Be to God!  



- Brenda Mata

Session Notes


October 22-23 was the Presbytery meeting in Austin, Texas. This was the first time a Presbytery meeting was held in a racial-ethnic congregation, the Austin Korean Presbyterian Church hosted the meeting. This was also the last meeting our pastor presided over as the Moderator of the Presbytery. He now becomes the chairperson of the General Council for 1 year. He will have lots of work ahead of him. JoAnn Saldana and Rosalinda Maldonado were our commissioners. 


The Presbytery is in the process of developing their vision. As a part of the process they were asked to identify “Marks of a Healthy Congregation” and “Mission Presbytery Strategy for Equipping the Leaders to Build Healthy Congregations. “ Our pastor presented those to the session and asked us to do the same and we then discussed some of those marks from our perspective.

Regarding Fundraisers - our policy and process is the following: anyone that would like to have a fundraiser would need to follow 2 procedures: 1)the person is someone who must be connected to the life of the church 2) must  clear in advance with current member of session who will then communicate to pastor and clerk of session. 


Session had a successful session retreat at John Knox Ranch on September 17-18, 2010. September 28 we held a COPS/METRO block walking training. On October 3, 2010 we began block walking inviting people to go out and vote and to please support COPS/METRO agenda of Education, Children’s Insurance –Health, Jobs training and education.


When basketball court is rented for celebration and a piñata will be hung, it cannot be accomplished by placing a ladder on a table and person climbing on these to hang rope for piñata. This is unacceptable behavior, high risk, problem prone and will not be tolerated. 


There will be some proposed amendments to the Constitution: 1) Proposed new form of government 2) Proposed change to the PC(USA) Constitution regarding ordination standards 3) Confessions the Bel Har Confession and the Heidelberg Catechism. We will have an opportunity to study these. 

On November 21st we will join Urban Connections in a joint worship service at the Frank Garrett Center at 11 a.m. The Garrett Center is located in Lincoln Courts on Poplar and Hamilton Streets. There will be no service at Divine Redeemer on that Sunday.  The Día de Los Muertos celebration has begun and will 
culminate with a pot luck on November 7, 2010.  There will be a Healing and Wholeness like service at the 11:00am service on December 5th (second week of Advent).

Loving ministry will begin the exploration of an alternative worship service that is radical but transforming.  They have a process for developing this service.

Rosalinda Maldonado will be on leave from session responsibilities for the next two months.

In September, the Elementary Sunday School Program was launched. It is split in two groups.  Group 1 is targeted for Pre-K –2nd  grade; Group 2 is geared for 3rd  - 5th grade.  Every fourth Sunday the two groups will merger for a sing-a-long.  A special recognition to Aida Maldonado, Paula Orozco, and Sharron Guerrero who have been dedicated in teaching this class for the past five years.

Clean up day at church on October 9 went well, need to be finished. 


Budget Report: total income to date $107, 203.42, total expense: $130, 929.08. Deficit = $23,725.66.  The budget will be presented in a new way, using a narrative model, called Planting Precious Seeds of Faith, Hope and Love! This will reflect the way the budget is divided into the four ministries.


The session elected Lauro Uribe to be our Church Treasurer. Congratulations to Lauro and God Bless Him.  A congregational meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2010, after the 11 a.m. service. The purpose is to elect elders and nominating committee.


The Vision Team is asking different groups in our church to fill out a survey form. Please cooperate.  The minister’s report is very long, very full, impressive and very time consuming. It is a very heavy schedule. Thursday is his day off, but it is almost impossible for him to take a whole day off. Please help him to one whole day off on Thursdays. Please call the office for assistance. 

Remarks from Rob

For this month’s article, I have asked permission from Helen Boursier to share with you a substantial part of an interview she did with me as part of her PhD research at BH Carroll Theological Institute regarding the role of mission in the 21st century Church.  As I proofread the interview with Lodie, she suggested that many folks might be interested in the ‘heart of their pastor’ on such matters…so…here you go…a window into the mind and heart of your pastor regarding mission and the church of the 21st Century…

The role of mission and the Church/church:

What do you believe is the role of the Church in the world? Of your particular church? What is your role? 

There are a variety of roles. One of the most important roles is to be the community that embodies the heart and passion of God which we know as JC; and to the degree to which we do that we make possible for the world to beat with the same heart and share that same passion. We embody four core values: Loving, serving, sharing and growing together in Christ Jesus. Our desire to live out these core values is so that the love and justice of God can be manifest. 

What is your definition of “mission”? How is it the same/different as “evangelism”?


-Global mission/evangelism?


-Local or urban mission/evangelism?

I see mission as the essential heart work that God has for the world. Mission is an extension of God’s own heart and passion to the world. The church is engaged in mission to the degree to which it does that. I see evangelism as a subset of mission.


Our congregation tends to be more missional than evangelistic.


The outreach with the neighbors around us is to exhibit those core values internally within the church and externally in the community around us. The loving and sharing values are typically lived out in worship and in fellowship, and we do four services a year which are designed to include the entire community around the church.

1. Way of the Cross on Good Friday that focuses on an area of suffering in our community

2. Back-to-School Blessing of the Children in August just before school starts—ecumenically with two Catholic churches and a Baptist church.

3. Thanksgiving blessing and dinner with neighbors in the community

4. Las Posadas at Christmas time. 

We also have two retreats a year that we open up to people in the community. Twice a year we take about 100 people to go away and live in community, to laugh, and cook, and have fun together. Two-thirds are non-members. We have mission outreach toward the neighborhood directed toward children and teenagers in the community. We also have ESL for adults, a Boy Scout troop, and Bible classes for seniors who come to the senior lunch program run by House of Neighborly Services. Sharing has to do with how we deal with our resources. We have a responsibility to support the external ministries. We seek to have input from people in the community around the church and not just from church members.

There was moment in time around 2000 when I’d been at the church for 6 years. The church had required that time for healing. But we got to the point we had to decide whether we were called to stay in this neighborhood or to merge with another church. The congregation was overwhelmingly in favor of staying and being in mission in the neighborhood. We had a desire to be in mission in the neighborhood, but we didn’t actually have any mission in the neighborhood. I preached what I affectionately refer to as the “Shit or get off the pot” sermon basically asking people in the congregation how many people could name five people in the neighborhood. Maybe five people could raise their hands. That has changed radically and today half of the congregation would raise their hands.


We have a Spanish only service now; it has required a new level of leadership to get involved in different outreach opportunities. It has stretched us in leadership.

Why global mission?


There is something “sexier” about going on a global mission trip than helping in your own community so I see global mission as being a catalyst for people to become involved in local or urban mission. Once people go to Guatemala and experience the extreme poverty, they begin to think about issues of injustice in their own communities.


We had a reverse experience in mission during the mid to late 1990s when participants in the Reconciliation and Mission Program—a PCUSA program—came to spend time with us at Divine Redeemer. We had someone to stay with us from Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Costa Rica—each for nine months. They helped to globalize our perspective. On a personal basis, global mission helps to re-center me about my calling as a pastor. If I don’t serve on a mission trip to say, Guatemala, every few years then I begin to lose my perspective of what I am about as a pastor. It re-centers me and helps me to keep my identity as a pastor. 

The “state of the Union” regarding issues of faith:

What is “faith” for you?  What is your experience of God?

Faith for me is an action verb and not an intellectual verb. It is about trust God and relying upon God and expecting God to be active and present and active and engaged in my life. It is about being confident that what I have seen in Jesus is the heart and the passion of my God and that I can take that as trustworthy and I can rely upon it. It means trusting that God has accepted and loves me and invites me to accept others unconditionally. The way I live that is through relationship with God through my study, and prayer, and solitude in the contemplative prayer that I practice. It is also through the love relationships that I cultivate with people around me. 

When you talk about matters of faith with people who are not part of a faith/church community, what are the most common comments/objections/justifications why someone is not part of a faith community? What is your response to their feedback?

People who have been part of a church and have been injured or they have never been exposed, or because they have been shaped by a certain characterization of the church community which they rejected  because of an experience of hypocrisy in the church. They believe it is a community of hypocrites. My response is usually, “Yah, that is about right.” But I follow that up with, “Nevertheless we are seeking, broken and sometimes in less effective ways than we would like the heart and the passion of Jesus himself, but we seek to move our lives closer and closer to what we have seen in Jesus himself.”

What do you believe is the most important theological doctrine in the postmodern era? Why?

The importance of praxis. We have to embody faith. We can’t talk about ideas. Faith has to become something visible, tangible, touchable for people. They have to see it in the way we live. If they don’t see it in how we live they won’t’ believe it. 

The state of the Union regarding “religion” and “church”:

Where are we as a Church in the United States? 

Pastors as professional Christians is probably on its way out. I am reflecting what it would look like to have a team of tentmaker leaders without one fulltime Christian who is deemed to be the leader of it all. We need to move into a new model for leadership. We have become so top heavy that it is not sustainable in the long haul. I don’t know how that will play out, but I just intuit that the shape of leadership needs to change, particularly in a small church context where it is becoming prohibitive to pay for one fulltime professional pastor.

I think it would look very similar to models that I’ve witnessed in some Central American churches where pastors have never been able to survive by being paid by their congregations. They have always been required to be bi-vocational and the leadership has had to include some very committed lay leaders who take a role in the ministry.

Related to the earlier question of the role of the Church—what is/should be the ecclesiology of the contemporary church? Or, why is gathering for worship important/not important as an expression of faith, mission, and/or evangelism?

I continue to be frustrated by what I call “administrivia” by the paperwork requirements that are part of denominational reality. There is a historic model that requires lots of reporting and checking back with the leadership team. Our church board has moved into a permission-giving model of leadership with more an entrepreneurial model for people to succeed or fail, to go and move forward in mission. 

 “Christ and Culture”—the interface between faith, religion, and contemporary context:

Lesslie Newbigin asks: How can we speak of a genuine encounter between the gospel and our culture? 

What would it look like if we tried to explain our culture in terms of the gospel instead of the gospel in terms of the culture? 

It would mean that we would take the culture as our starting point rather than taking our story as the starting point. We’ll have to listen more carefully to the culture around us and to identify what the gifts and graces of that culture are instead of looking at the culture as the enemy and the opposition to the gospel. I have every confidence that God is moving and working beyond the church in culture and we need to be looking for where God is already at work beyond us and then couple ourselves with that rather than thinking that the church is the only place where God is doing any work.

Children and the future of faith:

Discussion about children seems to be missing from much of literature on the emerging church—why?

What is the role of the Church in modeling mission with children? How is this best lived out?

Children are the entry point in our missional outreach, elementary and junior high and high school children because we want to bolster the desire and to support the very strong desire that first generation immigrants have for their children to improve educationally. So we have come alongside them to help provide support. It is that commitment to the children that have drawn the rest of the family and parents in. If we are willing to listen to the hopes and dreams for their children and then find ways to work with them, children are often the door to the families in our community. 

Parting advice:

What advice would you give to a newly ordained or commissioned pastor/elder regarding how to reach people with the gospel through mission?

Essential. If you don’t do mission, get out of it.
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Working Towards and Emerging Vision


Of Mission Presbytery





A Statement of Core Values & Essential Function:





We are Mission Presbytery… building together healthy congregations and relationships (Eph 2:22) and partnering with one another in what we do better together (Phil 1:3, 5) so we may send disciples in mission and service (Mt 25 & 28).





Proposed Amendments to the Constitution:


http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf


http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments2.pdf


http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf


                                                                                                                                                                                Rosalinda Maldonado							


		





Immigration Issues





Join the Immigration task force of the presbytery to learn about the DREAM Act


determination visitation programs within the presbytery and what others are doing to connect with immigrants in our communities.  For more information please contact Kelly Allen, chair of task force, at (210)732-9927 or


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Allenkelly3@gmail.com" �Allenkelly3@gmail.com�


								        Rosalinda Maldonado





Important Changes to the Operating Budget


Beginning in January we are combining Divine Redeemer’s two operating budgets.


For the last five years we have been blessed with a funding grant from the national church (PCUSA) to do mission work in the community.  It is commonly referred to as the “Una Mesa” ministry programs.  


For accounting reasons we had to keep the budgets separate.  Now that the funding period from the PCUSA is over, we can now streamline our record keeping and combine our financial records.  


Please keep in mind that we continue to receive funding from other resources.  In fact, about one third of next year’s budget will be funded by organizations and people who do not attend Divine Redeemer but believe in the programs that we offer.


We ask for your prayers and support during this important time of the budgeting process.  Feel free to contact either Bubba (684-2050) or Cervando Martinez if you have any questions. 











